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NEW CLIMBS.
THE ROCK PLAYGROUND OF LOCHABER.

By J. Ness,

THE Gorge of Glen Nevis has been hailed by many as
one of the most wildly beautiful scenes in Scotland, and
few mountaineers, on Mamore or Acnach bent, can have
failed to revel in the magnificent rocky grandeur which
confronts the eve at Poldubh,

Here Ben Nevis sweeps down in 1,000 feet to its
southerly Carn Dearg, from whence it takes a second

g

THE POLDUBH CLIMBS; CARN DEARG ABOVE,

sweep of 2,000 feet to the final rugged projection above
Glen Nevis. This projection we call Poldubh Crags.
In an area where the rock-climber's thoughts seldom
stray far from the dominating north face of Nevis it is
understandable that the Poldubh Crags remained, until
1945, just another commendable item in an impressive
view. Closer inspection in that year, however, revealed
that what appeared to be a multitude of insignificant
outcrops were, by Lakeland standards, veritable buttresses
bearing many a worthy route. In 1946 the first of the
popular routes was pionecred and, by 1947, Poldubh was
the summer evening rendezvous of the entire Lochaber
mountainecring brotherhood. Facing south, the crags
receive the summer sunshine until a late hour, while,
with much of the rock almost gabbro-like in texture
and abounding in short routes of every degree of severity,
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this is indeed a mountain climbers' playground. From
the bridge at the Lower Falls of the River Nevis the
crags present a frontage along the northerly roadside
for almost half a mile.

They provide ample scope for entertainment on an
off-day from the high hills for climbers at Steall, Glen
Nevis Hostel and Fort William. They have been
particularly popular with the student climbers who
frequent the area during the summer months. Owing to
the highlyintricate nature of the rock formations, a detailed
sketch would complicate, rather than simplify, route-
finding, and for this reason the positions are only roughly
indicated. Nail scratches will identify the climbs. The
bridge referred to is the one at the falls.

A. Sheep Flank Wall (200 feet, Difficult).—This
commences almost opposite the bridge above scree, to
the right of an overhanging base, by slab and crack and
continues on a crest.

B. Hangover Buttress (200 feet, Severe)—This lies
above large jumbled boulders about 200 yards along the
road from the bridge. A large overhang is very prominent.
Start on rib of lowest rock and continue to grassy ledge.
Short wall is followed by traversing to right round an
awkward corner directly above the overhang on minute
balance holds,

C. Cavalry Crack (60 feet, Moderate).—This is to the
left of the large, steep buttress with vertical crack (200
feet), about 400 yards along the road from bridge. It is
rather vegetatious and was the result of an unsuccessful
attempt to scale the long erack.

D. Pinnacle Ridge (150 feet, Very Diﬁﬂult}.—“’ith
two sepere variations, lies about 600 yards from bridge and
about 100 feet above the road. This small crag is identified
by a vertical crack of 20 feet on left edge of the lower slab.
The ordinary route commences at the lowest rocks,
leading to a small tree at the top of a vertical crack. It
continues up a shallow basin and traverses right on a
large flake, then ascends the final slab direct. The
vertical crack route is severe, as is the slab route to the
right of the ordinary start.
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E. Pine Wall (300 feet, Severe).—This lies several
hundred feet above and to the left of Pinnacle ridge. Itis
identified by a pine tree at top of the second rock tier.
The route commences up a rather holdless slab on the left
to a ledge below a steep, reddish coloured wall on right.
This is ascended by climbing out on to an overhanging
corner and up easier rock to the pine tree. The final
arching slab (60 feet) is climbed by a groove.

F. Secretaries’ Crack (260 feet, Severe).—This block
lies almost in the centre of the crags, and is easily identified
by the oblong shaped face with the oblique crack running
up to the right. The crack (70 feet) is climbed by com-
plete entry with back and foot tactics (difficndt). A
traverse is made to the left at the top and the crest of the
buttress ascended by delicate slabs.

Several other routes of a severe nature are to be found
in this area, all of which have been pioneered by the
Lochaber J.M.C.5. and members of C.U.M.C.
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